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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CLIFF STEARNS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2004

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I missed the 
following vote due to a personal family reason: 

On Roll Call Vote No. 58 to H.Res. 551, 
Thanking C–SPAN for its Service to the 
House of Representatives on the 25th Anni-
versary of its First Coverage of the Pro-
ceedings of the House, had I been present I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2004

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, on Wednesday, March 17, 2004, I 
was unavoidably detained due to a prior obli-
gation. 

I request that the CONGESSIONAL RECORD 
reflect that had I been present and voting, I 
would have voted as follows: 

Roll Call No. 62: no (on the ordering the 
previous question for H. Res. 561).

f 

IN HONOR OF JOSE ROHAIDY 

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2004

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Jose Rohaidy for his years of out-
standing work and dedication to the Hispanic 
community. Mr. Rohaidy was honored by the 
Hispanic State Parade of New Jersey on Sun-
day, March 21, 2004, at the Fiesta Banquets 
in Woodridge, New Jersey. 

Mr. Rohaidy was honored for his numerous 
contributions to the Hispanic community. Mr. 
Rohaidy was one of the pioneers of the Puerto 
Rican Parade in Paterson, New Jersey, and 
also Trenton, New Jersey. He was also one of 
the four founding members of the Hispanic 
Statewide Parade of New Jersey. For his tire-
less efforts and perseverance in the Hispanic 
community, Mr. Rohaidy has been the recipi-
ent of over 200 proclamations, awards, and ci-
tations. 

Mr. Rohaidy was born in Zulueta, Cuba, to 
a Lebanese father and a Mexican mother. In 
Cuba, he worked as the Director of the news 
show Radio Nacional. While in Cuba, Mr. 
Rohaidy served as the President of Brigade 
21 of the Red Cross. In 1968, when Mr. 
Rohaidy came to the United States, he contin-
ued his passion for journalism working for El 
Diario La Prensa, as Chief Editor of the New 
Jersey section of the paper. He also worked 

for Radio WADO covering the New Jersey 
area. Mr. Rohaidy owns Mini-Mundo Printing 
along with his wife, Magali. 

Mr. Rohaidy received a Doctorate degree in 
Journalism from Essex County Community 
College and was the first Hispanic to do so. 
He is a loving husband for over 46 years to 
his wife, Magali, father to four children, and 
grandfather of seven grandchildren. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring Jose Rohaidy, a true pioneer, out-
standing leader, visionary, and dedicated serv-
ant to the Hispanic community.
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HONORING FLOYD IRONS: A 
DEDICATED LEADER 

HON. WM. LACY CLAY 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2004

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to Floyd Irons for being inducted into 
the Missouri Sports Hall of Fame. Irons has 
served 30 years as Vashon High School’s 
basketball coach and is currently the Principal. 
In addition to being an extraordinary motivator 
to the players, he has been a mentor to the 
students and a role-model for the St. Louis 
community. 

Irons graduated from Vashon in 1966. After 
graduating from Langston University, Irons re-
turned to his alma mater in 1971 to teach So-
cial Studies and coach varsity basketball. He 
was later named Assistant Principal and took 
pride in helping many students obtain scholar-
ship information and funding sources for col-
lege. 

During his 30 years at Vashon High School, 
Irons has coached his varsity teams to 20 
Final Four tournaments and 10 State titles. 
This year, Irons coached his team through the 
first undefeated season in Vashon High 
School’s history. In 2003, The National Sport-
ing Magazine named Irons its Coach of the 
Year and with an overall impressive 791 wins, 
Irons has the third best record of all of Mis-
souri’s high school coaches. 

Over the years, Irons has watched the 
school’s facilities catch up with the capabilities 
of its students. Undaunted by any of the limita-
tions that he faces as Principal of an urban 
school, Irons continues to exhibit innovation, 
incredible energy and unyielding commitment 
to keeping Vashon as a staple in the commu-
nity. He has dedicated himself to the students 
at Vashon and its mission. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great privilege that I 
recognize Floyd Irons today before Congress. 
He is well-deserved of our respect, and I urge 
my colleagues to join me in honoring Floyd 
Irons.

A TRIBUTE TO MS. QUINTINA 
BENNETT 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2004

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay special recognition to Ms. Quintina Ben-
nett, who has served with distinction as a 
classroom teacher of the San Gabriel Unified 
School District from 1953 to the present. 

Ms. Bennett was born November 29, 1930, 
in the Lincoln Heights region of Los Angeles, 
California. She was raised in a close-knit 
Italian family, where strong work ethics and re-
sponsibility were a way of life. Ms. Bennett 
continues to exemplify these values, priding 
herself in her extended family and commit-
ment to education. She attended school in Lin-
coln Heights, graduating from Lincoln High 
School. Ms. Bennett continued her education 
at Los Angeles City College and graduated 
from California State University, Los Angeles 
in June, 1953. 

Ms. Bennett began her teaching career at 
Washington Elementary School in September, 
1953. During this tenure, she taught second 
through fifth grades, and the last 30 years 
have been spent in the same third grade 
classroom. She has dedicated one-half a cen-
tury enriching the lives and minds of approxi-
mately 1,500 students, with more to come! 

Ms. Bennett has actively promoted the cre-
ative arts through classroom music instruction 
and appreciation. Ms. Bennett has written and 
choreographed many of Washington School’s 
music programs. She has also been the piano 
accompanist for all school musical programs. 
In addition, Ms. Bennett has played an active 
leadership role in developing district science 
curricula, serving as team leader for the ad-
vancement of technology for Washington 
School’s third grade class. 

I ask all Members of Congress to join me 
today in congratulating and recognizing Ms. 
Quintina Bennett on a truly remarkable career 
as she reaches her 50-year milestone year in 
education at Washington School. Best wishes 
for many more rewarding and fulfilling years to 
come.
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IN RECOGNITION OF SHULAMITH 
KOENIG: A CHAMPION FOR 
HUMAN RIGHTS 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2004

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Shulamith Koenig’s outstanding 
contributions in the field of human rights. Ms. 
Koenig is the founder and executive director of 
PDHRE-People’s Movement for Human Rights 
Education, an organization dedicated to pro-
moting human rights and democracy world-
wide through workshops, lectures, articles and 
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